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Canberra in the spring is one of the most  beautiful 
times in the Nation’s capital when the annual 

Floriade festival offers a range of tourism delights for 
visitors from Australia and overseas.

*��+��"(&�(��#����$(��#���,�*��+��"(&�(��#����$(��#���,� -- ��$���$�
!��+�����#.�!��+�����#.�

The conference program features: The conference program features: 
Monday 14 September - Visits to Canberra TCs and a special Welcome Ceremony .  

Tuesday 15 – Thursday 17 September - An exciting conference program with keynote 
speakers Joel Porter, Christine King, Lauren Porter and Bob Jacobs.  

Friday 18 – Saturday 19 September – Four separate one day workshops conducted by :
Joel Porter (Motivational Interviewing and Stages of Change), Bob Jacobs (Wholistic 
approach to working with Young People), Lauren Porter (Families in Addiction, Attachment 
and Children at Risk) and ATCA Workshop (Working within the TC Model – especially for new 
programs and new staff).

Conference themes are: Conference themes are: 

1. Comorbidity: same people different 
settings?
2. Indigenous Cultural Issues here and 
across the water. What can we learn?
3. Corrections – Drugs and Mental Health, 
getting the mix right for rehabilitation.
4. Families – Working with complexities.
5. Youth – More understanding and less 
pathologising.

ATCA invites applications for presentation of 
papers,  project snapshots, agency displays, 
seminars and/or workshops which address the 
Conference themes. 

We particularly invite presentations on Cultural 
Indigenous Issues from  Australian and New 
Zealand delegates.

Poster presentations and agency displays will be 
on view at specified times. 
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Applications will be assessed on the following criteria:
� The relevance of the abstract to the themes
� The validity of the evidence on which the presentation is based.
� The implications for practitioners implementing the findings.
� The relevance of innovative programs to other practitioners in the field.

Presenters are required to register for the Australasian Therapeutic Communities 
Conference. Abstracts & Biographies are to be submitted at abstracts@atca.com.au
Please ensure the file you send is named the same as your presentation.

Abstracts should be submitted in Microsoft Word Format (not Vista) in accordance with the following 
guidelines:
� Name of the presentation and the name of the presenter.
� Abstract submission document must have the same name as the presentation topic.
� Maximum of 250 words
� Biographies maximum of 100 words

Closing date for the submission of extracts is 29 M ay 2009.Closing date for the submission of extracts is 29 M ay 2009.
Clearly indicate the contact person for all correspondence and include their full name, organisation, 
telephone number and email address.  Abstracts submitted will be published as submitted. Copy should 
be checked for accuracy and misspelling prior to submission. Abstract acceptance and program 
scheduling will be communicated via email only to the main contact person. 

Abstracts submitted with  your application must be able to  demonstrate the practical application of 
evidence  available. Innovative programs should be supported by evaluation evidence. This evidence 
may range from impact evaluation and action research, to independent research.  

Types of Abstracts you may submitTypes of Abstracts you may submit

Paper: A typed paper  for  oral presentation. Presentations in concurrent sessions are normally 20 
minutes, plus a five minute question and answer period.

Project Snapshot: Each project snapshot will be allocated 10 minute oral presentation time with the 
use of audio-visual equipment if desired and four minutes of questions.

Seminar: Several presenters are encouraged to submit a group of abstracts on a specific topic and 
share a 90 minute presentation time as they explore the topic in depth. These sessions will be led by a 
facilitator.

Workshop: Interactive training and skills enhancing session involving active participation of delegates. 
Workshops are of one hour duration.

Agency Displays: Please be aware that there may not be any hanging space available.

Note: The ATCA will invite presentations to be posted on its website aThe ATCA will invite presentations to be posted on its website a nd seek to further publish nd seek to further publish 
articles and presentations in its newsletter and ot her relevant articles and presentations in its newsletter and ot her relevant publications.publications.

Abstracts should be sent to abstracts@atca.com.au

Any correspondence should be sent to conference@atca.com.au
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�� �� ��� 8���� ��� � � ��� � � ��� 	����� ��� 	
� �
3�����
	���9�� 	�	�	������ �� 
�� ��
 "L� �� �� �
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